The '‘Great Rivers, Pans and Garden
Route’ Flying Safari

LAST TIME ARCUNIY §amle abiid ol
Wikleheest Wings “Karoo & Wikl Coaa™
meriad voyage of discovery, W found o bos
of pew placas o fly o and docurmengsd i
inp in the June wmsie of 5A Flyer

Continuing the seach for new venus o
pxpand our fecul flying options | had noted
the comlMuemee of the % ool aml Crugge
Rivers promised moee than just that. . a6id 5o
fhe ‘Canent Rivers' Flying Safari was
somncerved,

My “Wildebesst Wings' philosopliy
remains fhat {he Tying muss ke geesd lor i
passengers”, have shon flving legs,
imterestmg s incapensive grounil slops,
fifthe AT and handle airplanes crising
anvibing Troin 70 kniois apaands, |1 musl be
bois of Tun with pleniy of diversity, Lastly,
oy ruisd il b im oo by ke gel there —
altes all, fying wnkes time!

sl T e entbusinstic connies
from the participants, our Seplember 23- 24
Wildebeess Winzs Flying Safun appears to
have transcieicsd expeciutiong m ewery
rq,:'arl."l.ll

Day one — we sally fortl
Sepensher 25 herlded 11 asmplase
wettimy ol froun their respestive home buses
foor oy remnlezvous poant neur Douglas fwies

off Kimberley ). The Tine-up on the famer’s
pirstrip s bmgrcssive; experimental vied
wiidh cerlified, saz-amd-tabe with regular i
mikimggers wilh sissy-wheelers, o sealers
wilhy conmipusites and ufility - 1w all
there. The srvies came in from all pomis and
a5 far sfedd a5 Harare, Steflenbosch and
White Fiwer.

The Joreghakers armived later than
expecied due to mishaps en-mute; anc derie
arpued wilh a InGs O & rumwily il b
am alternatir that hod pot ool of bed on the
wrang side tial naomiang. Anion van Wyk,
ihe: Tarmer om whose st we Bnded, kindly
e the fot of s 1o the “DaRmva

rvertasl. Moveed of the gy buiks of the

Vaal River alie certainly Iooked inviling with
n e of thee early orrivads eggmng us on
dhowwm Lo thie weater” s exdlge for bosndimg il

huhu&iﬂfﬁpﬁ'ﬁmmﬂ
Happy ¥afer.

relreslments, Cosy amd comlonable with
cabans ol wiier kevel amd enleranment on
the upper deck. she exily housed our group
ol 24, the crew amild our caleiers. Soan W
wens o oir way, sexalely cruising in pesfect
wizlher and lisleming o the knowledpenhle
tomes of Danie, the nsident winemnker at the
Dioniglas winery, Danke hod brought & sper
ramgee of kocully made wines for usting
After geiting the gears on tsting, hitherio
serangers were lifelong fmends. A great meal
malerialised and the mivshe ponsped; what a
kiekoff! The hoat fimally mooced and we all
sl off o bl im o allocated cabirs or in
the adjueent riverbose ander e willow
trocs, The riverboat s an cacellent weekend
breakaway ined Anton will alwiys allow

Eeienne Dosthuizen and friends discming e
rally romte 2t Cirmivos,

arviatirs 6o land on his (= by prce
amukgeinel

The pans and the
Broot Karog

Adfrer breakfas, the group headad off fie
the alrfickl, En-route we collocied some
mogas for ihe Kitfom and then bricfed for
the moming s Might. Secret co-ordinms
wne given oot — so named 2 even afier i
they seemad f o am sl 10 S ol fhe
pibotsf Thie pli 1w b Ty over e Gresl
Ravers' conflience, chosm the fwisty Cnams
River, passing Prieska on the right. Then e
neal elallengs began; identify and land o 4
s ey, thankfully) in e middle of
ncwbere. With the slower agries off First we



A kappy Magpie amd Charies Wosler in their Kaland Ji

Happy Vailey.

mmibled abong ihe river, marvelling & is
preenbell contrmsting so strongly with the
aridd diryness only p Few hurcled mebers
pway. Sometime ber Prieska amved and
then (e wast expanse of the MNoamher Cope
Koo, & pare hed limd stnetchid befiors us
AT S0k ag] we passal over derelict
furnshiseses stripped of their ooks, bumed

Goerit ten-Siethaff snd Bob Griffiths in their
Robiv MEI20 at Victeris West belore their
eplinder probbs

dnsurns of long-forgolten mhatuiants,

Listenang oun | am nmused o heor ihe
kel airplane st the conbnates (apparenily |,
Bt waabile 10 find o mmsay ! The Lye 360
clroces: the mimusses wway 2ol | lsien in
anlbcipation as more airplacess mill arousd in
confushon and sdvise they ane flving over
anid around soeme lorpe dry pais, Sure

erwnizh soeneons suddenly spedsa
|_'u|||||u|'|.|l_ll_'|| Cessna 183 o the surfoce of
an egually comooflaged nud pas. Tocd md
crackind bo perfection, this i i perfioet
il @l very difficull foses. T & fum
our ground crew Crolan from ¥ic Wt il
Ty fronn Carmarvon), have masked o n
“ruprwiry numbers” wath o can ol shiie
sqrray padnt. They assure us by Bandheld e
the surfmoe is hond and we approach e
the mirkge, Soan we ane all standing s
emmised at landing mpon &0 srnge i
surfuce amd in such & nemaie place Soae
pilots bave pever lancled i agyihing eacepd
pived sarfaces; even for the ‘bush’ pilos,
this 15 o mew cxperience, A bally Fes tee
il ot open fine and we enjo risks
coffee aned e ofl the back of o baklke

The ‘numway’ is =0 wide, thes of m sk
alf abrenst, and now we haosad on low el
fow Camaryom, firsi beafing ap oo e
W ansyksvkel Suturclay morming gl
“sho” o the jow of the spectoions - cevninh
lsts was nod in the prograins!

Arriving af Comareom, s a5 mel 5
il loxcal flying chub Imilcrily, very mame
anel todally unexpected i ths pan of e
word, They by on @ lantaste lanch ing
besngary wee meel lits ol wewindolk o
farmers whio have come ol b se the
“abrshirw” and nll the colour of cur planes
agaiEt the drab semib backidiop

Liser Jotm hriefs the pilots and cress
far the air rally. Wi ane s head along e
rerindd fior Lovsbon where fhe rally commeness,
i folliow & course accomnding (o ihe mlly
tmlonmmion sheel, idently photogmphs
earimate manaay bengths froom the o ad
finally compete i the spot landing in



Wictaria Wit Jofuin hunds it the phoios,
rully instrucisms und map,

We set off m a s6fT breeae. My five vesr
ok daughiter decides fo po o akeep just as ]
need the exim s of eves, which ire m any
event & lot better than papn’s, Abrplines and
large birds compete for airspace as we puss
stark rock fremations, wive of wonderng
furmsees ond geverally make o nuisance of
ourszlves in g sea of nidhingness, At Vic
West we usuccessfully lnnd on the lime and
stop at a large, rusty hangar in e veldl The
duvars e open and we peer insde - it i
oecupicd by Johan's pristine Steammn, a
Super Cruiser, various micralighis and
fraciors, Anither hangar spots the foel
suppdy e cdrums amid s horne g i local
Cessna 1BS and itinerant rats, Afier wedging
ouir ainplanes inlo the hangars, we ead off
for our scoommeslation aranged by Johan in
B4 Bis: soniee stay with Johin Rabic, a local
penlemnn femer, The Golf Club i our
ddimner venue and we congratulute oursslves
o gt the betier of the cold fromt which
birs e passed esest of Cadedon, Jesaving
behind cher asr for the next five days,

Weather-focked
I awoke with o stam before dawns my
senses il me all was nob well. Having
spent my youlh enduring Chpe wisilers, my

naly ismony cells recosnise conlinuous
minim s thee t roed. In the cold grey of down
I'peer outat a 10 Toot ceiling with chag
the deck in places, Pumping wind. [s this a
bad dreaen’! As orgimiser, only 1 know how
miach Wi have to do today: refoelbing of five
simplaics, then flysway e & secret venue for
bnziktuss, mlly prizegiving there, then
beading an tosee the wild flowers ner
Bacwoldivalle, an o another secret lunch
venie in il Tangua River valley; finally
lnnding near Mutjsesfontein and overnighting
N & privale game reserve in oollages
specially reserved for s,

Withs foreboding 1 start 10 make the calls
—cacelling arrnmpements as far shemsd ax |
dare. MET says it might clear towand
[umchiianse. YW waat it out, With help from a
fyimg colleague, | fix five pancoires on my
fatll wheel frean chebeltjies picked up while
aniing vestenday. The Vie Wesiers are
fedling me w cancel and stay — it won't k4 up
they say. | hold o, ficlding calls from our
fyers every few minwies wanting an update
o the weather, Eventunlly | capitulase,
calling dhead 1 advise that we will not be
arriving for the cvernight. Strangely enough
everyone eems mlieved thal we ane nis
fying (they probably thesght | would my o
pish them thrnegh under the clag!) and we
spend the allermoon wiiching nughy and
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Happy Yalley bed and bresivtast near Greyron i the Cape.




cricked, That evening we frequest the lecal
Spur-look-alike and hold our prizegivang
there, Dave and Herman in the B33 ane finst,
Etienne and Harrg in the Kitfox secomid and
Bev anid Japes i sz Jahiru ghird, The rest of
us worler low wee did so badly and drink
annther beer!

Mairtenance With & ang!

Sunclay we e all ranng o go,
Propelkers spin as engimes Kick 1o lile and
the cominrtable purr of aero engines
suprises the daswn. In the pre-flight briefing,
womee will land st Beaufom West for fued,
dhers at Madim near D Dosms for ten and
still others 2 Tankwa for a pitstop. Finally
all m Wsrcester for fuel before heading Tor
Happy Yalley, cast of Greyton, Mone of the
pes ane dircet — all bow leved, down
valleys and over mountan ‘nekes’, Just as we
are pushing cul, one of the ainplones needs
s en-roule nainbersance, The pilol piles
his goodd wosnan lmo Peter's Airan and an
enpimezr divens from chrch o drive 50 km
i pesswsl wis with somme TIG welifing — this
conlel only ever happen in the Kamo! We

F¥-4 pild, Trevor Darvis with Bob Geifichs and
(arrit ten-Sietoll celebrade af eeshaal

bezad of f cliveyn the -.':ljk_'.':i, ﬂ]-'irtg framation
and having fan. After 3 shaort pitstop fo most
our swisihl-be hosts o Matpesfonicin, we
descend imio the De Dooms valley amiving
finally at Worcester where the two Huskys
are lnoked st with kneging by the phider tug-
pilot. “How kg are vou siaying”™ he asks
Bopefully? We head off down e
Teewntersklond vallesy, fnding mone secred
places, bemstifal farm bomessexds, iended
vingeyurds und orchards o full blossom,
Flying so low thal the fragrance tickles our
spnses we agmn marvel ar the beautifial

Edlpnme Oosthiuzen and

Tucker's Ninks @
dandimr at Van Wyis Viei, Nerthern Cage,

crmintry we bive in and st being ahle io iy w
such unrestricied epviromments

Sneakmyg imto Hoppy Valley we frly
pop over the rise 1o beat up the assembled
grouap laying sboewt on the grass. Happy
Valley s a privately comed B4R, aee
10k e of Cireyeon and with o aeperh
prss rumwiay Hght there. The ideal place
storp owaer for o might, o horse niding of vl
it e o Gineyton. Hosts Meville and
Marinnne Wiigls are delightful and helpiil
in EvEry Wiy,

Soxmy we' e o our way o Hermans



Rumour has 1 the whales ane o m fonce
ard e wont o senial view, We i the omxist
at Beot Rliver and tum lef ingo o strongg
headwind. Mever mind, there is lofs 1o see
kg the coustline. Sure encuph the whales
are shoving off. We observe these
iegznificent cremures as no londlehber ever
can. Thene seem o be mone aroanil every
headland, W pass by the sothermmaost p
off Africa and continge, symetimes oaly o
feww Feet above the deseried bepches
Wisabes ape even im the surf] Ohverhery
Milstary Base is mleep this Sanday
afterneon, and we My st remaobe seasde
coxges built in siome, wondering which
Iy souls have the keys! Our destinabion
iediy b5 Wleeshaai, where an avintor Friend
vaban fives theme hias armnged sell-catenng
sccommesdation in beach houses. Tannih
hais provided feod and drink for an anmy and
we aamiple fis smoked snoek aned buge T-
bones, overlooking the crashang breakers.
Unfortunately upon landing, Bobh has
fonsd & couple of mits and studs
“missing” on a cylimder buse, Mo more
flying for the Robin - omd they were lucky
o maake i, we conclude

Phatastip and lormations

I°s Mimidsy and while people have o
ik, we depam in super weather for our
Ciurden Rouce flight. The plan now is o do
s goid acrial and formniion
platogragly, both on video and stills. W
praciase with the Alrvon as comemship.
Adter o wooderful Might we losd s Plet for
refuelling. O takeoff, we position for six
plancs in formaten abong the Tsisikammn
cliffs. | coax the series imto position, the air
18 srnentls aid e el some grent shots.
Ahea], Eriemne calls for a beach lnnding. 1
g imto behand him ond we shrigk for joy
o the remmobe and sechoded bench, nen inin
ihe sz im o plince where fow people hive
ever sel [l

Contining onwards, we lnnd 5 0
pame Farm mear Grahamstown, Amakala
Gl Beserve trasferss us o
Leeuwenbosch Lodee for o welcoms and
very lasiy lunch, En-route we spy plains
o, wirthog, wildebeest and Zebira,
Levuwenbosch offers an ideal stopover for
avialars, wall eollect yoi from the adrfisld
and hosg veu. They alse have ooseli-
cabering bush lodee overlooking o huge
ik leenining with gaime.

Airstrip challenge!

Camements by some of our group

Bew in jabiry & Addo I didn't huve time fo be mereows — the sdvesaln nesl came after
wr sheet doven!

Chrs in CIT2 @ Hirgehedny Whore the heil are we mow = those co-orainates s wrong!

Peter in Airvas & any wide eweay  Why are there so many trees on B sumsay

Charles bn Kafana 0 Victonia West 505 = 'm out of fuel - agai

Stelmn bs Hasky svarpuhirs Wragtiz, ofs mooi Ons i pele vir lewe

Herrran in §32 & most places The diversity of this trip is icredibie — how do you do itf

Trirvor in F¥6 & Forr Braulent I ivink we need more hephd fo per over these mountains, !

Erile be B23 o Sunday moming Dan't fose my adidress far the et ane!

Gevrit in Robis om the whai Enip Fantachic?

Dave in B33 8 Vanwykswal That pan lnding wes 2 first dor me! | thareaghly anjeved i all

Parld 2t Sancstome Farm near Ficksburg in the Free State. Bally poers o wond for a iraby ride.



[Te aeres dleep eaight o Addo
Elephaig-Back Salars ab=irip. Mark
Aptnewnd e ovmer, had givien s
ooirdinales. Flying ponnl op a normosw’ salley
[ e scarcely bebieve thal tse ruiway i ondy
8 inile sway and yet | stll cannol see e 1
[hiahi dsver @ sbrmpy ol preen, whapping my
Bl arvaiid 1o get the gt of 8. He s sasd
lnied upshill, SO downii ] o pow 1 see
wihw, The strip is oot for the Taantdeansd
with an approsch down Use opposile s of
e valley. v hills and powerlines. Then
vt ilescen] steeply i o hdise-lo- Tl over
equally stecply anking ground, level o
enwnemibinly i st b fly UP 1o mcel the
restrig o of dhe dff=canmber nimay in i
guarierivg talwind. This &6 an experence
anl o chilleigge o any oviator. O good
thimg 18 M- cam wee o baolch op
becanees yon boach doswn on e other dide ol
i ll®

Wie all lund safely and even Clearke
diwes ol el Lol thes e, Sow e e ol 1o
the Suirbserg Maonmitain Inn. Estshlshes] m
IRGL, s on e odd cosch emal over the
Auurberg. We waonder ol il nisiilnikos ol
yunleryear and hewy they mmaged o fwisi
anid tam their nele over these hlls: The lnn
D bewtin mevammigeed ad = coimloriahle wil
it hid simies, gooad public acs wilk
ruging lieg (ves, @ oosy bar and erest food
Activaties imchude hikes aml Borse tralls mio
ety Acde Malional park

Of Eephants and seroplanes

Mol morming gvervone i keen lor the
clephiil ieraction and we besd for il
baritaa, Soom thie bandbers Tave broaghe along
it gl charges snd they e eating from
ot Tl Yona've o e be canelul no 1o
b sepped upon® We walk up the riaway
with the genile guanls, phitssmiphing them
nexl o cur damnty flving machmes, “Phese
don't sl donwn hene,” Breathes Bey silenily
as Mukowi cunously eye-halls her B

Sevrin Clome Reserve fs ot lunch siog.
Uhe miamscalale grass mimwiy 18 100 m from
thiilichasd oulsinges nestling i il bish.
Alibemezh Yoadgeng s nof their main activity,
they will olfer aviaiors speced mies. The
cheme busdy 1 abive with binds asd plenty ol
gamme, meludmy Iree rangang loos. Adier
laniety we depan agani, soiie of s 1o
Hilgeheim Fann, others dmectly For
micenstown. Hilgeheio 18 o o mdge
rverhnakimg the Sumibiys Kaver valley, thek
wills citnes trees and manicuned londs, The
fmrm boasts & cnoss runway’ aid o ca
willk 10 Bz overlodking i valley.

Addo Eepdant-Back fatw(s swn slvtrlp near daddde Matlomal park near Juurberg In éhe Exstern Cape. The
strfe Fequires sevme kil co pet Iafe despite being A leagthy slegle-cliroction remeay,

In_tl_arrlﬂ_tiu_n_ﬂl

farat e, i e, P e, Jert e Cnien

They will cater for you oF you can seli-caer
Buiftals hivedeg and Farming are the kocal
activilies [

Uha arnvad af Chasemstossn, e e Possed
b0 i greal Svenimg |'.t thiz local I-.I_'. i.t'l:_' lish,
wihio e all keen o bear of our iravels. Wa
overnagla conrtesy of locals i ther banmes -
whil a greal buaneh of truly bospitable folk,

Steamtrain ride

Fodbaty e bid ouwr sod Fanewelbs po the
pthers and head off for Aliseal Mook,
Weepener aml Feckelurg For lusch, We land
o Sadstonne Pasm o bmige coimimencial
whicatl and grain famn borderimg Lescalo,
Willaiin Miske s the larpesr prvale
parron e milweay in the woekd, complete
widl wirking steam-engime rain thal collecs
our smtoumded groap nom dhe nanway ! We
tpock-toek, clckery-clack and toot-pos
alvng the ks and are reated o a
wirmderfied bunch n restored, period

archatectore hinldings. Then we aré bed ol 1o
whal leoks ke buge amplane hangars
paiting the Begest Lansena angars o
dhunme! Sanne aghast ol the siglils bedone us
we contemplale rovs and roavs of fully
restomsl, opernimy slearm tmctors. Another
wasl By honeses resiome] frocks amd
sy velhibcles, complets with cannen,
Another i weed for donsg the redonng sk,
Yei another @ a lull woekshop servicmg the
wlizan Iriums, with keams of workoen and
enEineers i allendance, We poss ganps ol
vk mien repainng radlway racks and ane
1ol how these amasmy, sleam machines are
usexd v actually harvest the com on the fann,
1l the Dol cind thie hikie. i s v, e
e sweid by one mum™s muigson, purpaose and
tenacity i nesloring and prescrveng oo
heniage.

Thas farmy 15 sapposedly schediled for
resdhistnbmtion. Clearly thas s one that shonkd
b st nekle as o miodel, & shinmy example of
visiom for poslenty. To'give” thas sway, i
chiamye AL i any wiy, wonild be b investy.
Sunclstome Farm also boasts some rooms m
whicth avinlors cian sleep over aml a
mnarmcured, vwned camngnng anea with
mioclem shltion factlities for ihe cinmping
types. All by specaal poor armngement only.

Finally we bead off for home pastunes,
Feelmy o though we hud just gpeni thres
weeks mstem] of only six days on this
sy of discovery, Cur erlunng teught -
can this et amy betler?

P indommnalsonm on costs e, pleass po
1o My-avway destimations o6 our sile 2l
wrw sl lVermimg o of
wrw s comfwaldebeest



