South Africa’s secret places

Drakenshury, Wild Coast
and Kal'ﬂll Hym Sal‘ﬂ‘i

AR A KEEN PILOT AND GUIDE on oue
commercinl "Group Escorted Self-Pilo
Flyimg Salans” for our mbemtional aviaiors,
| Figanesd theere bind o be room for somithing
mine alTarkable and home-gmosan for s
kcal-pakel “wildebees' pilots.

Sauth Africa offers se many places both
wamckarfol 0 fly (o and with great grond
capeniences. Thers are doeens of hidewanys
wilh their own pirstrips, oF siaps nearby,
fany of us talk and hear abois thern, b
never guiie get there. We are blessed with
o wesither us o rule ond mamy opions Lo
chinge ar rowtes to remain VMC, The
Nwing opogmpkry is withour peer and
activitizs an fhe pround ore varied. | iook
vt fime of b0 work cait 2 ECOURINE Eoaar

En=depth research opened dp the many
persahilities and [ et op the bric
Parumelers included: the tmip comcept and
caecuisn of fhe rouding amnd ||_'|_11 b i be
attrnctive to the ‘pessenpers’ (wie all know
bt ouar pariners. avoid TTying “cos they
dan’t feel comiforable in small serics);
vernight necommodniion i be hasic, clean
anid imexpensive; mesting indercaing poople
anid activities wheneser we linded (adsi
it e our ned-so-hoppy-fying
partners | linding within walking distnce of
ciir accommnadation, oF af worst o shaor
dlrive: soixd \ﬁ.'lll‘il:r [oir the parcradi
overight; backup nowes Gor bl weather;
mnaneml AT reporing; manimum chad
hetwieen crews; k‘_u'\- chi '-'"'-'"i;h fior @ TUk:

cruiee. three lours erxdurance machime: no
e vl on speed, s anyome cun join in;
fecH D b sy Baiery T gedl o the next plaee
fase: @nd above all. o sense of advermore, fun
andl cume ke moa grup

Woell, our qusi-comgilenad -‘i.|'n| Ll T
gy sogied 1o ocheeyve wl il el o] Becin &
bevy ol different types meluding rmg-and-
Tushe, compasate and im”, sel ol froem hiome
mifields on the aftermoon of Tharsiday, Apl
2 First slop was the sleepy hamlel of
Wikkerstroom in the Tosthills of the
Dirukersbarg mountans near Yolksnesl,

Arriwaieg af the miftemsal imsiop an the top of

i hudl. we secumed the acroplanes and hendexd
For e wallage. Lhar hosts, Weavers Mesi
Lodpe b 2 jewel operatad by Erishneam Mark
Dieveney — aur channing host whaoe wios
||:|I'|n|I|:J_'.- iHe Khowledceahle om he locnl
arca than all the other locals combined!

Wk kerarwom s envirens ane acemically
spectacudar and tus 1 populor os 547
largest wetlands dnzid prodific binding)
ot off Se Lace, anel o new “firsd” for
Jo'buegers wanting o weekend petowary in
tranguillary. The valbey i= also fother
aictedible bisgiory, mel omly saboud the
plomaerng days oF establishimy mailways jnd
resiticss from Durbsan o the S uwalersmnd,
bt preor conflict between Boer and Pommie
{ vty e e the Lialus amd ther
e eneinies ol yesigryear. Between
cosually delivered compellnig local legeyl
and Irish jokes, Mark alone makes ghis

Airvas wos quichly calld! tire hresdvan’
#ad pire tor pood ase carrying Jupgape
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siopover memorible — and tops i with the
delicions ouisine be personally oversees,
We awoke next moming 1o mis and
braken chod covering the tops of dee hills.
A few weather calls 1o fricods in the Dunde
and Pestermuricrbirg area {note we didn’y
use the wediher services! b assored us i was
barming o snd cur Test aiverall depaned ja
Tkt eruise Tuylorcrafth, Afeer o ghit ook
arcnid the wonderfully restored buildings m
ihe: wilkape che rest of ws fired up and besdsd
fiar Lashvsmith, o refoclling point. The local
Fhyng Chib appeared en masse o meet i
refise] us — s insight ino pust bow Keen oo
ol viator s pgeodt system i, O o
Margzaie of B level over the ndling grecn
hills descending from the Drakensburg
mussif o our mokit. A Marsule oo groap
swelkad to six seroplones and after sanapling
the preseribed wid Enclian cuiry' of the
Minrgate dirpovt restiurmet we gt ofT dows
the Wild Coast. The chat frequency s alive
fs the “forgizn’ pilots gquery the 'local” pilos
o the amazing hade-wways and fodees,
rivess, wilerfulls. airstrips along the way.
O of g prowp even massed Pom Sa.
lodhns, sootnken wias he with waiching dhe
surfing’ cattle on the beiches below! Al
what n memeumbde oumey. ending on de
inmocubately groomed sidicld o Wavecns
Lodpe. Comred, the owner, has always bep
higs onwn plane there, so knoaws the peeds of
awinbors o tee We park off the grass
naaay and. wakched suspiciously by e




fy Deve van der Spuy

fcal conws, imble ofT o the nearhy Iodge — o chister of romdawels
anl contges nighe on the waker's edge. Crishing breakers combingd
with o beswntifinl estoory thick wiih birdlife is ourtrest s we ke n
iz, beer und other beverspes on the deck. The lodpe i a wonderful
place to relox and deserees more than the one night we hod
scheduled.

Cramments by some of our fivers:

Gurry in Huskoy: "Tve re-dliseovered my conntry ind maodi
inends in places where | never hisd foends before™

Tedt i Supercuh: “Mm Gns] of welling Clis iobear lefi, Clins,
plemse read vour map!™

Maggie im Katnna: “Every flight and every place we have stayed
o teems, unbelievahly, hetter than the Lst™

Inck in Toylorcrdt; “Why da 1 hiove to wear this silly flying aait
with hudges ol things" I'm not even o pilal!”

Peter im CrA-H: “Chverbesd somewhere, poing nowhere, Amvone
mi there T,

Flarry in Cirumamaan; “Caoumt wscin Bor the nexl iop — we woeuhin’y
miess L for the workd!!

With the amival of 5 bramd-pew GA-E Airvan we jme af seven
erigs; all ane apog ol seeing something ‘omil-of-thebox’ and o
ffferent.  Mackramed the “breadvan” 8 became our regalar
ﬁ.*.'n:ilnry forall mr]l,rﬂmpe n% il i% =0 much mi:rmpud; thim
inying o shoehomn our Kntzindn imfo our Fitle aircmafi - Peler was only
iz happy a5 he was trying io ges the mochine o MTOW (he
amnerted only the previows dayll,

Adter o great dirmer and overmight 1o the soond of the sea, the
arty risers hendesd off davm-patmlling. BreakRst ol we'ne off to
mr ped feed stop, Port Adfred, A fnemdiy FAEL ATC shoos us
frozgh his coastal airspace and we marvel ol kiing dvwn on those

| mmmnxdh r.l::lplz-ﬂ'n':ri o owr Biidle 'Ends-'. I omir FBI:?::-HIT

{ Friefing T hadd coutioned our grinep i expedize departure, os we

[ woskd doubiless sl a fmesup of girplmmes waiting for foed o 43
Arschoal. Sure enoueh the aprE is bumier thin ever, Superh weather
mil a Saterday combine 1o enllans afl the pupil pilots and we hove o
tard time refise]ling seven neries and departmp by | ThOOT

Aprhome agoin we hend off for Shomowan CGzame Beseree, Bul

s sometbang s differend, Agams all nckds we had wonlerul

tabwinls [or the last two days The Wind-Ciowd is back from holiclay
sl reakised has midtake! He desalishly dialled in headwinds, pot of
ken, b thiriy knots — and - right ¢ the nose! The litle Taylomeruf]




was seresched 1o it limals, mensanng 44 ks
groundspeed ot times? Landing ol
Sharmwan, we ane ireaied m o gnmednve
and saper luncheon al thear Eagles Crag
Lodge — righi af the top end of service,
sccomimodution snd pame lndpes in
Sourthem Africa The sccommodation we
tour through are Figh-end (Tiger Woods
recently stayed there) and withoml peer,
catrenwely privaie and nestle m the ihkick
bush. Each has iz oan plunge pacl,
ouitbooking bath, nircom and every other mod
con conceivable. 'Well, bully For that, but
WE afe not staying over jonighs (bl
prciss o el our well-heeled friemds)!!
We ke n ook at Longlee Mamor,
amather Shamwari bodzing option. As an okd
farmihouse and otbaildings it hos been
beauizfully restored and convertsd fo the
upinarkes lodee it now s, As we sl ueder a
buge peppertres drinking nefreshments, a
lorge hesrd of elephant cruise by, Later we
are apailt by 2ood sightings of cerval cat
arxl pieaffe, Soull is not lost and even the
leaser forumare can pesk nto the highlifc?!
W depart aguin (ufter topping up the
Taybereraft) for the Greal Korea, Our
routing takes us over Granf Benict and (he
atark Sneeuberg Mountnins. The keacdwnd
is stronger thin ever and unrelenting - akng
with the sum, now dinscily i our faces, Cur
oroup sodkdiers on amd we spend the tieme
chaiting about how lomg it's taking 1o get Lo
hsat gl point — finding our growp in the s
anid geiserally wishing we were alrewly
ibere. Late afternocn and afler croasing the
iain Johanmesbarg-Cupe Town highway
jusst scarib-weess of Richmand, we ab lasi spal
the iriamgular Banding fiedd at Victarin West,
Larding directly inso the s we taxn up o
the waiting reception commitice = D, kolun
Lochmer, John 1. Rabic and others af the
hapgar, As we weanly step ol a cold beer
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ms pressed ante o hamds ancd the bespigaliny
ol this tiy dorpic and its infense aviation
Commmiiniy ercHmpasses s The pood
doctor awms o vanety of airplanes including
a Bocing Stearmon, ond ves, there il 15 o thi
hangar. Cileer [ocals have their mikimpgers
ardl microlights parked arcand and we are
trcated 10 e Karoo baspitalicy. Afler
Bembng off to our varying secemimeitin
in setl-citering, B+B omd privaie Fowses, we
e 1o & fesst o the [ocal goll eluh, mes
los o Wictores-Y estenens anid penerlly
hivre a grand time,

This & wikl. wikle-open coantry, The
(s are huge along with the peneml
friemdlmess ol the kol folk, We ane regaled
wilh sonics. of the ocal nres, questioned
owar lives in the big simolee (do we really ve
thene?y and have Bmmediate nffimity with
toal strangers. It dawns om us thal thes s
whil s Tvimg trip is nbowt? 10 makes i ull

womlhwhile — rappon and identity with
strampers from o fur-odf ploce,

Adfier a much needed rest, the Kima
duwn breaks throwgh crysiall clear ar Wi
et ot TR, refued froms diaes organeed
by ooiir hosts and Bread ofF 100 secret senue
fir aintbyl. Melvon Wild is our firsd slop o
i flyimg rally we have pow embarked
g, Ty offer a rumway, great broaklsl
altfe-wviarkle lideings ancl more: Establishad
in 1H5% a5 o coaching stitson by on
ernerprising British ‘ekker”, you wall find
dirosanr and plont fossils, de hikes through
the hills, horseriding, sheepmustenng amd
e,

Basbstered by o henrty Kamoo boerekis
breakinsg, we brief for the e of our iy
route. We have to follew o coure.
creatively re-nume prominent misnlaen
peaks abong the wary dremarkably
reminiscent of partz of the femals
angtomy! ), identify photees we have  been
given and end with a spot lading. Whal fn
and evervene dil their thing, got creative,
oo best, missed the markers and landed in
the wrong places! New another wirplane, 2
Cesang 183, joins us from Stellenbasch and
after an imprompty prizegiving with s
of dried bilicng ctc sprmsoned by the loces
we sel couarse for Beaudon Wesl, A aspea,
fow Jewel Eate aftermoon Might Found us
alighting ai the Flight Deck. Ths
estahlishment conssts of the orgmal
terminal beikling {frem the diys of DC3
schedule flights) having heen cotverted o
1 B4B by emerprising Fimbabweans Mick
and Phillips Wiksom, Clean as o whastle, the
powaimis ame neat, fidy and combodahle. The
erstwhiile control sver is pow 1he b and
Ikooist poing; many o take wis wobd there
that evening, Nick cooked up 2 storm. with
absutzly no domestic staff mastancee, wd
we drank. emt and g inbo the aight.



Tz sy pacrod was up ey nest
porming o photograph the armge bilks
it brcaking sunlighe. Them alier refaslling
{proper ursderzround bowsery, we hade Mick
furewedl and Desded off in the peneral
dineetson of Cariep. Mow' well ntoobur
flyiag pabiern we fy i Rose fremilsn
alengg the nemete and iEolnted Bomo salkeys,
Hidden gens-unfold as we fy past ssises of
farmy nestling on rivers dod hilltops and
beraldisd by b brillinm auheme cofairs ol
the tall poplars. Anothes revelnfEm = ae
reakise that this is p new and compelling
expenence; close o home, close B our
trekkiig beritage. We theoltle back i
mespeet of 1w pesce and fmmpaliiy beloy
s the soenes wnfold mroond g oy
nsovang imnachine, Cm an mmpulse, we ium
lelh and linsd s Richmanid strip O of
niwhere & couple of friecsdly keals emerge
fnin he Karoa scrub, Shorily afier, 2 piodice
win o across the dusty iy
coieeiied that we have & problem wilh (e
giwats sl sl mits i the minwmy suisce,
“Tow kane!” we crigad, amd bond with them
before heading of T again ingo the summse,
Passang Coleshueg, we spy magmfigeni
howse-snd Farme (was thin one Clary
Player"s T

Lasling ol the big paved Ganep
{farmerly Hendsik Yersoenll nmway, we
are ot by Tricnedly refuelling folk, There is
aveit i hanpar For some of aur rg-and-nebes
to cvermighe in! Thee local chsctor's Mooney
i b iy oibwsr cccupsie e s e soom
cuploring Cramep’s damy wall nned envins.
A proesadble Booge-cruise does nof malerslise
s 1o the shom nitice (50 what's Swmong
wills an hioai's nodice, ws hip-smoker's
i].'l-l'.. 4 1

Wi check imto the Ganep hite],
supfpisig us with ies neat npleep, friendly,
elficiem suff, wondesful-viewawer-theclam

e Tharvee vy oler Spaey

Forrmp gt avwer Ganiep

ponmes anid fnsty Tood, Gl wine .
Aniiber Bireo pem, & vl undisoovenad,
e locald dosctor here nitemils to one of our
st thist’s god o vinlent, bul shoet-laved-
afier-the-dmags many bug.

The Lt moming”s breakfust as lestve
ansel chatty, We are preparing for o fornstion
phiobo-session over the water. Jeft and |
bl (e osthers o the do’s il den'ts o this
eaertise. In short arler we one airbome inio
the pristing Free State vir. The breadyvin 14
our phitoship now, and we baitle o align
aeroplinis with cruise speeds between 70
ai] 13041 Afieronrd we all pesl aff for ou
tesproctive homes nirfields.

Thee origingl fotar sircralt from the reef
agca now head wp the Cadedon River kow
leved, being in the sunlight amd vistas thal
canitipnously unfoll, Soon we ane ot
Wopener, amd tmning left for o Might up ihe
Lesaib boarder, The river twests amd s
[npssibly and we pass Fickshurg, Clireins
and finally land of Bethlehem for a lasl
fust-p. Friendly folk bere wo aixd a st
sieak sandwich; another place fo put on the
P

Appeosching Yereeniging we ane met
by o vistnal wall of smog. 5o bad that i
simps ey and theants amd thneaens e
wiari of i headache, Do we Hye in thas soudf?
Bewer do some more Wilidehees) Wngs
Sabaris for wagy i the clear air ol s
sugpderful coangry

Everyone wis costalic about the whale
‘event’, All ane resdy for the next one -
freadom of flying like we imagine i@ was i
thee fist all ol the 20k Crngury!

Westch this space for mone inlo,
bxwskimark www aerosafn comiwildebees,
ernail Dave on eaplored® pobal.coes or {2
B e 011 462 3537 58 wosn el o bse s
the s for the next fiyiway - schedlaled [
bt Sepeemiber TN,



